
Why we must realise that climate change is a human 

WE, AS humanlt face a 

conundrum. Very few among us 
wilfully advocate the extinction of 

species or the suffering of our fellow 

humans. Yet we face rampant 
environmental destruction that is 

Imposing hardship on millions. 

If so many of us care about 
nature, why h cur impact on the 

Earth ce1en rather than 

being i Igned in? If so many of us 
care at out our f human beings, 

why Is here such disparity in living 

standaids? Why do so few have so 
much,while3)manyhavesoliffle? 

Dr W )rnj du Plessis, the CEO of 

WWF In South Africa, has mused 

D 

that a byproduct of the industrial 

age is the disconnection between us 

and the natural world that sustains 

us. We have developed a temporal 

and physical c sconnection from the 

resot ces tha ;ustain us, and from 

our u pact or hem. 

0�. forefa tershadadirect, 

visce ii conn tion to nature. Meat 

had t be caui tt, and killed, carried, 

then zinned a taxing business. 

Fruil nd veg ables had to be 

songi out, gx wing in the wild or 

caret fly tenc d. That effort caused 

our a cestors o waste very little. 

M dern lii has removed that 
connection ai I the realisation of 

our impact oi the Earth. 

Supermarket md package ods 

hide the processes involved in 

feeding us. In short, the 

consequences for our actions are 

delayed or hidden, so we assume 
they are waived. 

Yet the laws of physics are not 

mocked and the distance between us 
and pr resources is being shrunk, 
like an elastic band returning to its 

original size. That process usually 

Involves a stinging sensation and 

we�re starting to feel the pain in 

many ways. 
Ask fishermen about the size and 

numbers of the once-abundant stocks 
in their nets and you�ll geta 

depressing picture of Just how great 

the - ng is. Fishing communities all 
ovei ie world are ending a way of life 

that�s changed little over centuries. 

That�s one example of one sector. But 

it�s a telling, urgent and tragic one. 

So how does humanity reduce the 
sting to come? We simply ha to act 

mdwidually and collectively to 
reduce our Impact on the world. 

There�s no shortage of information 

on how todo that. It just needs to be 

done by enough peopla And acting 

on It must be Impressed on the 

government leaders who will meet in 

Copenhagen later this year to devise 
the next generation of guidelines on 

limiting carbon emissions and 

fighting climate change. 

We cannot continue to live like this. 

We cannot maintain our assault on 

the natural world and expect itto 

sustain us. That blunt reality is why I 

took part in the Climate Justice 

Dialogue last weekend and why Fve 

accepted the invitation tobe the global 

patron of WWFs Earth Hour on 

March28 
Earth Hour is a lovely idea - 

millions of people turning off their 

lights at the same time to show they 

care about their impact on the 

planet. 

They are, in effect, 

acknowledging the laws of cause 

and effect are as applicable to 

overspending on a credit card or 

depleting the �bank account� of 

fresh water, dean air and unpolluted 

soil that keep us alive. 

WWF�s 2008 I Planet Report 

shows living as we do now will 

require the resources of two planets 

by 2030. The report tracks 2 000 

species and shows they have 

declined by 30 percent between 1970 

and 2005 as a result of human 
activity 

Again, I accepted the Invitation to 

be the global patron of Earth Hour 

In 2009, because I believe the event 

can be a turning point for humanity 
This is important for all South 

Africans, but especially for the poor. 

The delegates at yesterday�s 

conference heard how the world�s 50 

least developed countries produce 

less than one percent of global 

emissions, while the US, Europe, 

Russia India, China and Japan 

produce more than 75 percent of the 

emissions between them. 

The reality Is that the rich have a 

far greater Impact on the planet thah 

the poot Tragic too, Is the reality 

that the Impact cC dimfite change ou 
the poor Is first and worst 

So Earth Hour is not just a � 
s�unt� � It�s about social justice, 

stainable development and a more 

table world. 

A,vhblshopEmerftusDesmond 
Th Isthegloba1patronqf WWF�s 
EariH Flour on March2& Sign up to 
takej. rl In the global action on 

clirnat� (:haflgeat 

wwzae �iiMzou,orgza and remembej� 
toturn yourlightsforanhourat 
20 30 on Maivh 28. 
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